Hyperhaemolysis syndrome in a patient with myelofibrosis.
Hyperhaemolysis syndrome is well recognised in patients with sickle cell disease and beta-thalassaemia major, but has not been described in patients with other haematological diseases. We describe a case of fatal post-transfusion hyperhaemolysis occurring in a lady with myelofibrosis evolving into acute myeloid leukaemia. No free antibodies were identified in either pre- or post-transfusion serum samples. Since her haemoglobin (Hb) level after the reaction was very much lower, than of would have been the case if only the transfused red cells had haemolysed, it seems likely that this severe haemolytic transfusion reaction was an example of the so-called hyperhaemolysis syndrome.